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Rock n Roll Classes 
Beginners & Advanced

Classes held at 
Cranbourne & Pakenham

CRANBOURNE TUESDAY NIGHTS
Starting 6th February at 7pm

PAKENHAM WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Starting 7th February at 7pm

$10 per night - No Partner required

Contact Sue on 
5940 9791 or 0400 216 670

12655909-MP02-24

www.cathy-lea.com

Creating stars since 1991

Enquire now
office@cathy-lea.com5/15-19 Vesper Dve, Narre Warren 9704 - 7324

*All ages *All abilities *Free trials *Family discounts
*Recreational and Pre-Professional training  

*Ready Set Dance for 2-5yrs *VCE & VET Dance top marks 2023
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NEWS

Toll troubles hit new high
By Matthew Sims

Casey-based drivers received the highest num-
ber of toll fines across the state during the last 
12 months, according to freedom of infor-
mation (FOI) data obtained by the Peninsula 
Community Legal Centre.

According to the PCLC, about 40 per cent 
of the state’s road tolls were issued to South 
East residents, with Casey-based drivers re-
ceiving the most with 35,246 fines, followed 
by Frankston with 16,714, Dandenong with 
15,434, Mornington Peninsula with 12,754 and 
Cardinia with 9046.

PCLC chief executive Jackie Galloway said 
the centre was concerned about the impact 
the fines would continue to have on vulner-
able people who are already struggling due to 
the ongoing cost of living and housing crisis.

“The areas in our catchment where the 
highest numbers of fines were issued last year 
also have some of the most disadvantaged 
postcodes in the state,“ she said.

“This means our fines team is seeing an 
increase in the number of people who are al-
ready struggling to put food on the table and 
pay their rent who simply don’t have sufficient 
funds to pay their fines, even though they want 
to do the right thing.“

In the year to July 2023, more than two-
thirds of the clients who sought help via 
PCLC’s fines clinic were experiencing financial 
disadvantage, while about 50 per cent had a 
disability and/or mental health issues.

According to PCLC, their clients’ average 
fine debt was $13,000, while some clients had 

as much as $70,000 worth of fine debt.
According to Fines Victoria’s data, the value 

of toll infringements at the enforcement stage 
in PCLC’s catchment area in the South East 
for the 2022/23 financial year was close to $30 
million.

Ms Galloway said the government needed 
to look at ways to better support people who 
were unable to pay off their fines in a timely 
manner.

“We are particularly concerned about the 
fact that the fines system is a common entry 
point into the criminal justice system for vul-
nerable people who are not trying to avoid 
their fines, but who simply do not have the 
means to pay,“ she said.

“There is an urgent need for the govern-
ment to help these people pay off their fines 
in other ways, rather than crippling them with 
life-long debt and the threat of criminal sanc-
tions.“

Fines Victoria has operated the Work and 
Development Permit (WDP) scheme since 
2017, which aims to help vulnerable people 
pay off their fines.

The scheme has allowed people to work 
off their fine debt via a number of therapeu-
tic programs, including financial counselling, 
educational and vocational courses, treatment 
by a health practitioner, volunteering, and 
drug and alcohol counselling.

PCLC has been supporting the scheme 
since 2019 with a special project using fund-
ing from the Victorian Legal Services Board to 
make the scheme more accessible.

However, Ms Galloway said they were con-
cerned the scheme was failing to adequately 
support vulnerable people in the metro South 
East region.

“In our view, the WDP scheme is at risk 
of stalling just at the time when it is needed 
most,“ she said.

“A comparison with the system in NSW, 
which the Victorian system was modelled on, 
starkly illustrates the problems.

“In the 2021/2022 financial year in NSW 
there were 29,508 WDPs issued to work off 
fines to the value of $44,200,000, while in the 
same period in Victoria, only 1504 WDPs were 
completed to work off $3,504,758 worth of 
debt.“

To be eligible for a WDP, one must have, 
or be experiencing a mental or intellectual 
disability, disorder or illness; an addiction to 
drugs, alcohol or a volatile substance; home-
lessness; family violence; or acute financial 
hardship.

The WDP scheme allows a person’s spon-
sor to choose the treatment and/or activities 
which would be best suited to them and keep 
records of their participation.

Ms Galloway with the number of accredit-
ed sponsors falling severely short of demand, 
the scheme could not begin to meet the needs 
of those seeking support.

“The fines enforcement system is ineffec-
tive and disproportionately burdensome for 
vulnerable members of the community who 
find it impossible to pay their fines,“ she said.

“It is also very costly for government.
“We are calling on the Victorian govern-

ment to invest more resources into the WDP 
scheme to provide better access for vulner-
able Victorians to reduce their fines debt and 
remove them from the enforcement system, 
while still maintaining the deterrence and re-
duction of reoffending.“

For more information, about how to ac-
cess the WDP scheme through the PCLC fines 
team, phone 9783 3600.

Peninsula Community Legal Centre chief 
executive Jackie Galloway. Picture: SUPPLIED

FOCUS ON … DANCE, MUSiC AND DrAMA

Simply exceptional - Ballet Scholars at Cathy-Lea Studios
Kayla Paturzo and Isabelle Lam are two high-
performing Ballet students from Cathy-Lea 
Studios.

Kayla was presented Cecchetti Excellence 
Award for achieving 100 per cent in her grade 
4 Ballet examinations, and Isabelle received 
the Cecchetti excellence Award for receiving 
100 per cent in her grade 5 Ballet examina-
tion. 

Both girls were selected for the Cecchetti 
Ballet Junior Scholars Program in 2023. In the 
program, they took classes with world class 
Ballet coaches on Sundays throughout the 
year.

At the Cecchetti Medal Awards, an elite 
Ballet competition, Kayla placed second in 
the Rose Medal section and Isabelle received 
an Honourable Mention in the Bronze Medal 
section.

But their exceptional achievements are not 
only in Ballet. Kayla and Isabelle also both 
achieved 100 per cent for their ATOD Jazz 

exams and Isabelle received 92 per cent for 
her ATOD Tap exam. Both girls have also won 
many awards at dance competitions in Ballet, 
Contemporary, Lyrical and Jazz styles.

Cathy-Lea Studios provides exceptional 
training in Dance and Performing Arts, devel-
oping diverse and versatile performers.  

Cathy-Lea Studios have been leader in 
performing arts training in South East Mel-
bourne since 1991,  offering tuition in Ballet, 
Jazz, Tap, Contemporary Dance, Hip Hop, 
Lyrical, Acrobatics, Drama, Singing, Musical 
Theatre and Instrumental Music to students 
of all ages and abilities. 

Enrolments are now open for 2024 with 
classes catering for students of all ages and 
abilities aged 18 months to adult. With more 
than 150 classes per week in Dance, Music 
and Drama, Cathy-Lea is sure to have a class 
that meets your needs. Enrol now or book a 
free trial at www.cathy-lea.com Isabelle and Kayla at Cecchetti Ballet Medal Awards.


