PCLC WANTS MEN TO SWEAR ON WHITE RIBBON DAY

PCLC and White Ribbon Foundation are calling on all Australian men to sign up and ‘swear’
to end violence against women, as the first step in creating culture change around the issue.

November 25 is International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women — White
Ribbon Day.

The White Ribbon Foundation aims to engage men in the campaign to end violence against
women through the creation of respectful relationships with women. White Ribbon focuses on
the positive roles that men can play to create a culture where violence, and attitudes that
support the use of violence, are increasingly unacceptable.

Brendan Stackpole, Solicitor in charge of the Family Law Program at Peninsula Community Legal
Centre, has taken up the challenge of becoming a White Ribbon Ambassador and is encouraging
all men to challenge violence-supporting attitudes and behaviours.

“You only need to look to the statistics to see the prevalence of violence towards women in our
society. One in three women will experience physical violence and one in five women will
experience sexual violence over their lifetime. This is because as a society we tolerate
disrespectful attitudes towards women, which lead to these behaviours”, says Brendan.

“l have sworn never to commit, excuse, or stay silent about violence against women and | am
asking all men to sign up and ‘swear’ on November 25 to end violence against women. This is the

first step in creating culture change around the issue of violence towards women.

“White Ribbon Day gives us all an opportunity to reflect on our own attitudes and behaviours and
to promote equal and respectful relationships and non-violent social norms”.

You can join Brendan by swearing at www.myoath.com.au

Peninsula Community Legal Centre provides cost free legal assistance for people who live, work
or study within the catchment area and operates a duty lawyer service at the Frankston
Magistrates’ Court for family violence matters. Each year PCLC assists hundreds of clients
through this duty lawyer service. Frankston Magistrates’ Court has a specialized Family Violence
program.

“Family violence provisions in the Crimes (Family Violence) Act, have been broadened to include
other that physical or sexual abuse, behaviour that is emotionally or psychologically abusive,
economically abusive, threatening, coercive or in other ways controlling or dominating”.

On White Ribbon Day, Brendan Stackpole will be proudly wearing his white ribbon, and he
encourages you to do the same. Ribbons and wristbands are available from Suzanne Grae, The
Body Shop and The Salvos Stores.

Should you require legal advice please contact Peninsula Community Legal Centre on 9783 3600.
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