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Media Release 
Family Violence – Time 
to Look Deeper 
 

With the recent outpouring of grief and sympathy for those who experience family 

violence, Peninsula Community Legal Centre hopes there will be renewed 

commitment and energy to address the underlying causes and systemic failures that 

have allowed these tragedies to occur. 

 

Undoubtedly progress has been made in recent years. The Sentencing Advisory 

Council’s report released last year, Family Violence Intervention Orders and Safety 

Notices: Sentencing for Contravention showed that, compared with 5 years earlier, 

police are now applying for more Intervention Orders, prosecuting more breaches 

and more people are being imprisoned for breaches.  

 

However, recent tragedies have again highlighted that more needs to be done.  

Principal Lawyer, Victoria Mullings says: 

“These are not isolated incidents. Family violence is a complex social problem. On 

average in Australia, every 3 hours a woman is hospitalised and every week a woman 

dies. Family violence was the second most common issue reported by our clients in 

2012-2013. 

Family violence continues to be a priority area for our Centre. We offer specialist 

programs in Family Law and Family Violence. One of our key services is to provide 

assistance with the Intervention Order process and, in addition to advice and 

casework services, we operate a duty lawyer service for Family Violence Intervention 

Orders at Frankston Magistrates’ Court and for Family Law at the Federal Circuit 

Court in Dandenong. We also undertake a range of community legal education 

activities to improve local knowledge of family violence and legal options available.  

We support the Federation of Community Legal Centres in calling for proper 

resourcing for the Victorian Systemic Review of Family Violence Deaths, as well as 

comprehensive national reform of Australia’s coronial system. This is vital if we are to 

identify and address the failings in our systems.” 

For more information about free legal services, please call 03 9783 3600 or visit 

www.pclc.org.au.  
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